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The Presence of Intercultural Communicative Competence in the English 

Class

• Interculturality should be present in 

any lesson and in any task that our 

students have to do.

• Interculturality should be evaluated.

Theoretical framework

Aim: To examine the presence of ICC 

in one particular high school from

Tàrrega.

Problem: ICC does not have a 

suitable treatment in the different 

lessons

Byram (1997)

• Skills to interpret and relate

• Skills to discover and 

interact.

• Knowledge of self and the 

other

• Education on political critical 

cultural awareness

• Attitudes
Interculturality in the 

curriculum and in CEFR

Analysis of the role of 

ICC in the English class

Six items observed

1. The amount of time and exercises 

devoted to different cultures.

2. The amount of exercises comparing 

and reflect upon the different 

cultures.

3. The attitude towards the different 

cultures.

4. The different activities or actions to 

raise the students’ curiosity towards 

other cultures.

5. The use of the students’ and 

teachers’ experiences with different 

cultures

6. The presence of the Catalan and 

Spanish cultures.

Three sorts of data

Create an alternative unit to 

promote ICC.

• Same grammar and contents as in the

original unit but with a different

approach.

• New objectives:

• Write and present their CV

• Write an application letter

• Work autonomously

• Asses their curriculum

• Relate their intercultural abilities with a 

curriculum

• Understand work offers from different 

parts of the world

Improvement proposal Conclusions

• Summing up:

• ICC is important in FL teaching

• ICC should be included in  all the 

activities done by the students.

• ICC should be evaluated

• Including ICC in class is not a 

huge task

• Strengths:

• Practical purpose

• Framed with educational laws

• Framed in a real setting

• Can be implemented in any 

school.

• Weaknesses:

• It was not implemented

• The study was carried out only in 

one high school.

• Some teachers are not ready.

• Baker, W. (2012). From Cultural 

Awareness to Intercultural Awareness: 

Culture in ELT. ELT Journal, 66, 1, pp. 

62-70.

• Byram, M. (1997). Teaching and 

Assessing Intercultural Communicative 

Competence. Clevedon: Multilingual 

Matters.

• Byram, M. (2014). “Twenty-five years 

on – from cultural studies to 

intercultural citizenship”, Language 

culture and curriculum, 27 (3). pp 209-

225

References

Introduction

Main Findings:

• The book does not promote ICC

• The lessons do not include ICC

• The teachers agree that ICC 

should be present in the class.

Listening

(new activity)

This activity will help the students to 

practice the ability to discover and 

interpret other cultures (Byram 1997) 

Reading 

(new activity)

This activity will help the students to 

adopt an appropriate attitude towards 

working away (Byram 1997)

Role-play 

(new activity)

Role-playing involves being in another 

person’s foot (Baker 2012, Byram 1997)

Reading and information gap. 

(new activity, using the grammar 

from the book)

Students will discover the same aspect 

from different countries and they will 

have to understand that the reality is 

different in different countries (Byram 

1997)

An intercultural CV. 

(topic from the original unit/new 

activity)

Students will reflect upon the required 

qualities to work abroad and they will 

see that ICC is important for real life.

Letter of application

(Activity from the book, added

criteria to choose the best 

worker including ICC in the

criteria)

Students will reflect upon the 

importance of ICC in working.

Exam 

(New activity to evaluate ICC)

Students will have to show that they 

have understood the main features of 

ICC for working 


