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What is Creative Writing? 

Creative Writing is a discipline or approach to writing which is 

focused on its creative aspect. As a teaching approach, it 

enhances the role of the writer and their personal characteristic 

together with a reflective practice as the main influences on the 

writing process and product. It is usually taught in the format 

of workshops and the teacher is a guide during the writing 

process. Among other collaborative processes, Creative 

Writing promotes group working.  It relies heavy on formative 

assessment and portfolios are common tools of summative 

assessment which reflect the importance of this previous 

formative assessment carried out during the process. 

Dealing with the future 

This activity included two proposals for the students to choose 

one. It was developed in two groups of second of ESO in the 

English subject, each of them of 20 students. There was a 

brainstorming and some pre-writing activities and then the 

students had to personalize an initial text and end up the story. 

The first proposal was to write about an abduction occurred to 

them in which they were transported to the past and become 

fortune tellers. The second option was to write an e-mail to a 

friend to talk about what they were going to do after school 

from a fictional situation in which they have finished ESO and 

have to decide their next step in life. The activity was 

conducted through the moodle and class sessions. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Creative Writing is an extremely beneficial and useful 

approach to implement in the teaching of English of our 

secondary schools. Some of the benefits it provides are: 

•CW aids language development at all levels: grammar, 

vocabulary, phonology and discourse 

•Creates a pleasant and supportive atmosphere 

• Promotes the development of group cohesion 

• Makes learning more stimulating and enjoyable by 

breaking the monotony of classroom events 

• Increases self-confidence and self-esteem  

• CW is one way of keeping teachers’ English fresh and 

vibrant 

By using the language students become proficient in its use. 

They get engaged not only in process of writing but also in 

reading, sharing their stories with their mates and 

communicating with them in English. Creative Writing 

involves a significant factor of socialization and provides a 

sense of well being associated to the personal involvement of 

the student.  

 

IMATGE 

References  

Creative Writing Workshops 

Historical Sketch of  the writing approaches at 

writing instruction in ESL  

Chemistry in English 

Here seven students of an adapted group of third of ESO of a 

reinforcing subject of Chemistry in English were asked to write 

a short story about a mad scientist. Some pre-writing activities 

were carried out like reading and analyzing a story like an 

example of what they were asked to write. They developed the 

story visually with a program to animated pictures and then 

with the help of some vocabulary and expressions boxes they 

had to write their own story. Their versions were commented 

by their peers and teacher and then they improved them.  

The idea of introducing Creative Writing as a regular 

practice at secondary education was born out of the 

theories of writing explained in Aprenentatge i 

Ensenyament de Llengües Estrangeres and  

Complements per a la Formació de Llengües 

Estrangeres. It makes use some of the Contrustivist 

theories  explained in Aprenentatge i Desenvolupament 

de la Personalitat and takes into account the different 

social, cultural and familiar variables we have 

considered in Societat, Família i Educació. This 

dissetation includes examples of Creative Writing 

activities developed and/or devised during my 

practicum. 

• Controlled Composition (1940s):  Language is 

conceived as speech (structural linguistics) and 

learning is habit formation (behaviorist theories). 

Writing is a secondary concern used as  a reinforcing 

habit for the oral habits. 

• Current-Traditional Rhetoric (1960s): 

Combination of the basic current-traditional 

paradigm from native speakers composition 

instruction with Kaplan’s theory of contrastive 

rhetoric ( a method of organizing syntactic units into 

larger patterns. Emphasis on the composed product 

(rather than on the process), the syntactic units of the 

text, the genre, usage(mechanics), and the audience. 

• Process Approach (1970s): Focused on the 

process rather than the product. The teacher’s plays a 

new role as helper and companion in the learning 

process. 

• English for Academic Purposes ( 1980s): 

Focused on standards of academic writing and the 

socialization of the student in the acdemic 

community. 

• Post-Process Approach (1990s): Situates the 

process Approach into a more social and 

communicative dimension of writing. 

Two examples of projects on writing 

•Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) 

• National Writing Project (NWP) 

ITCs in Creative Writing 

ITCs are appreciated instruments for the diffusion, 

practice and assessment of Creative Writing. They 

contribute to expand the scope of the students’ products 

and feedback and integrate the student in a community of 

“writers”/learners. Blogs, virtual environments for 

learning, spellcheckers or other software are used as 

recursive tools in Creative Writing. They are also a open 

window to the real world. 

Integrating Creative Writing in the Curriculum 

The curriculum of Secondary Education in Catalonia and 

Creative writing share a lot of pedagogical concerns and 

strategies. Both go beyond the mere academic formation of 

the students and look into the future of students as citizens of 

the world. The reflective activities promoted by both enhance 

the learning to learn competence of the students. Students 

learn by doing when they implement the feedback they receive 

from their teachers and peers in new versions of their writing. 

The social context become part of their writing by creating 

fictional situations in realistic context. ITCs are the usual tool 

through which their learning is conducted. 

 

 

Assessment in Creative Writing 

Creative Writing assessment is based in the students’ 

capacities (CAN-DO) of  

•Communicating clearly and imaginatively 

•Class participation 

•Using and adapting forms 

•Selecting appropriate vocabulary 

•Engaging the reader 

•Organizating of the ideas and structure of the text 

•Accurate punctuation and spelling 

These items are regulated through formal and informal 

assessment in the format of formative (mainly) and 

summative assessment. Portfolio are used as a summary 

of these kinds of assessment. Self-assessment and peer-

assessment. 

 

Beyond the script 

This activity was thought for second of Batxillerat 

students but it was not implemented due to time 

problems. The students are asked to choose a scene of 

four minutes approximately from any film or series they 

liked. They have to write down and learn by heart the 

script. Then they are asked to performed it while they do 

some physical exercises or in a modified situation 

different from the initial context. The objective is to be 

aware of how the context influence the text. Finally they 

are asked to write down a spin-off of the scene with some 

changes in the context suggested by the teacher. They can 

perform and record the final version as a final activity. 
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